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BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Today's date is 


December 12, 2001. The time is 12:30 in the 


afternoon. This is Battalion Chief Ronald Kemly 


of the Fire Department of the City of New York. 


I'm conducting an interview with the following 


individual: Captain Paul Mallery of Ladder 10 of 


the Fire Department of the City of New York. The 


Ju. 


nterview is taking place at the quarters of 


el 


ngine 10 and Ladder 10 in the truck office 


regarding the events of September 11, 2001. 

Q. Captain Mallery, could you please tell me 
what happened on September 11? 

A. I just finished working a 24 hour shift, 


Monday morning and Monday night, so it was about 8:30, 


8:35, I was down in the apparatus floor and saw 
Lieutenant Steve Harrell coming in and he said I'm just 


going to get a pack of cigarettes. I said well, I'm 


going to go in the shower, because I have to go to do 
Alan Hevesi for the union. It was primary day. He 
said all right, I got it. That was the last I saw of 
him. 

I go upstairs, I'm in the shower and at the 
same time there was Murray from BITS doing a 


stipulation thing with Fireman Bachmann, because of 
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another situation. So they were in the office. I said 
if you don't mind, I will take a shower and I won't 


bother youse. They were in the office and I was in the 


shower. We heard the sound of the first plane striking 
tower one. 
I come out of the shower, all 3 of us are 


standing there looking out the window and you can't see 


tower one, because it's blocked by tower two, but we 


did see papers starting to fluttering down from the 


sky. We said uh-oh, this can't be good. 
So the two of them bailed out, ran out the 
door and I said well, I better put some clothes on. I 


turned on the TV, which wasn't on, and I saw the shot 


the news had from like the Empire State Building 
looking south. You could see the building on fire, the 
plane had hit it. It was a remarkably clear day. We 


were saying, what was it, some guy being a wise guy, a 


little Cessna, being cutey cutey, trying to thread the 


needle between the two buildings and he missed or 


whatever. We didn't know. 


So I put on the same clothes I had on the 


night before, short sleeve work duty shirt, work duty 
pants and I go downstairs and the apparatus doors were 


up. That's why the doors are still intact today, 
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because they rolled out the door on a verbal and left 
the doors up. Civilians are coming in, burns, broken 
bones, cuts and bruises. The next thought was oh, 


shit, this can't be good. 


I'm back and forth between the house watch, 
the kitchen, the apparatus floor and I hear Lieutenant 


Gregg Atlas of Engine 10 over the radio that is in the 


console in the house watch. He said give me a 1060 and 
give me every ambulance you've got. Those are his 
exact words. 


That was the last I heard from Gregg Atlas. 


I thought to myself 1060, that's a pretty good call. I 


would have said second alarm, but he went 1060. Now 


there is people coming and going, people, civilians 


coming off the street, people who were supposed to go 


to work, were late, they were in, and then people wer 


like what can I do, what can I do. 

One fellow, I think his name is Rob Weisberg, 
he is a paramedic out in Commack or Merrick or one of 
those Long Island places. He goes I'm a medic and I 
said hoo, you are my man. I showed him the locker with 
the blue gloves and the first aid supplies and he says 


all right, I got it. He started taking care of 


people. He had chairs, we got blankets and pillows and 
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we were prepared for all kinds of stuff. 
He had the less injured go to the kitchen. 


One woman I remember she was just taking a little paper 


towel, wiping the blood off a little cut on her elbow. 


But they were fine. Then I get on the phone, call the 


dispatcher, and I told him it wasn't a terrorist 


attack, it was just a stupid plane crash. 


He went yes, right. I said give me an 
ambulance. I said have the ambulance come up Trinity 
and come in from Liberty from Trinity. So later on we 


did in fact get the ambulance here and the kid backs up 


on the apron and I said back it in, all the way to hell 


in, because the Engine wasn't here, what the heck. And 
he did. He backed the ambulance into quarters, in the 


bay where the Engine would go. 


Now the paramedic guy EMT guy Rob there, has 


assistance, two EMTs. Later on there was an article in 


the Newsday about the 3 of them. The two EMTs and the 


guy, whatever. What was his name. Jill Moore, did the 
article. 


Back and forth and then in the house watch I 


hear about this recall. Now I guess the second plane 
hit the second building. People are standing out front 


and I said get in, get in. lLo and behold, somewhere 
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along the way, Sean O'Malley, Lieutenant, Engine 10, he 


comes in by bicycle then I say oh, good, this is good. 


I got help then. Then Kerry Horgan, one of my 


firefighters, he comes in and guys are getting suited 
up and they are asking me for hose, nozzles, fittings 


and they are going down the block to the parking lot 


and they are putting out car fires. 


Then the second plane hits and then I am 


looking down on the apron. I'm looking down, I'm going 


these guys got to get out of there. The guy taps him 


on the shoulder. He says no, we are already here, w 


are back. So good. With cadets, there were firemen 


from Brooklyn. Like I said, Horgan, O'Malley, and Joe 
Turillo comes in. 

When the second plane hits, Joe Turillo puts 
on Gregg Atlas' second set of gear and he goes off. I 


said Joe, where the fuck you going? What are you going 


to do, bring another can. I mean it violates all the 


rules about two in two out and all the other stuff. 
You got no radio, no mask, where are you going? 

Joe goes off. I find out three days later he 
ended up bumped on the head in the hospital in Jersey. 


But there were guys who were taking gear who did not 


return. There were guys who did return. So it was a 
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matter of six of one, half dozen of the other. 
I did get a -- hear a recall on the radio and 


one of the girls says what can I do. I said come with 


me, I took her into the Engine office, I pulled the 


sheet out from under the glass, crossed off the names 


of the guys I knew were working, and I said don't call 


these numbers, you will waste your time. Start calling 


these numbers and tell them it's a recall. I had her 


on the fax phone in the Engine office. Then another 


guy, a Lieutenant in a white shirt and tie, from 
headquarters, he says what can I do. I said come with 


me. Take off to the truck office. Likewise I had to 


do the truck recall, phone calls. 


Things were going pretty good. I had the 


recall under control. I had the medical situation 


under control. Had a lot of people in quarters and we 


were doing all right. Then I happened to be on the 


second floor when the Kelty brothers came in, Jim, the 


supervising Marshal, and Gene the Captain of Engine 


10. They were in their golf shorts. They had been out 


on the golf course and they came in. They are going to 
change into some kind of fire duty clothes and while 


they are changing in the locker room in the second 


floor -- the Engine side lockers, I'm telling them 
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what's going on, briefing them. 


I said it sounds just like this, this is 


exactly what it sounds like, here's another one, 


thinking it was a third plane. Meanwhile the sound to 
me was four distinct events. They all sounded the 
same. The two plane crashes and the two collapses, 


except the collapses lasted longer. 


I don't know if that's the physics of it 


where the plane is going and how fast and it goes to 


zero and the building is at zero and it goes to being 


how fast by the time it comes down, you know, 32 feet 


per second squared and all that. As the third sound 


takes place, it's in fact the collapse of tower two, 


but I didn't know that at the time, the dust comes 


rolling down the hallway, up the stairs through the 


bunk rooms and I realized the windows are gone. 


I knew my way around quarters, Po 
i eeeeC—“(ti(isSSCSsC(‘(‘]SNCCN#Cé‘éC_aN.: 


could feel the difference between the mortar lines of 


the cement block indoors and the brick mortar lines 


outdoors. So I knew I was outdoors, I knew where I 
was. 


There is some guy screaming at me, get me out 


of here, get me out of here, in the dust, the total 
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blackness. I tapped him on the shoulders, I said you 
are outside pal. He said well, let's go inside. He 


wanted to run down the cellar, I said no no, don't go 


to the cellar, thinking there is going to be lack of 


oxygen. I don't know if this is a nuclear attack. I 


don't know what this is any more. 


But it was black like the worst oil burner 
fire, that you didn't put your mask on down the oil 


burner, but you could breathe it because the oil burner 


has got the carbon monoxide. This was no carbon 
monoxide, I could tell. I could breathe it and spit it 
out. 


So back into quarters, do a primary secondary 


whatever, the kitchen, the bathroom. Every place I 


looked, the TV room, worked my way back to the front of 
quarters. Nobody is around. They are all gone, which 


is good. I get back to the house watch. It is packed 


to the gills with shit that came through windows. I 


check the Engine office where the girl was making the 


calls on the fax machine. She is gone and I see no 


blood or anything on the floor so I figure okay, that's 
good. 


Then I walk up to the front where the truck 


would normally be and I see this pile of debris 
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immediately on the apron. 


pile to be in a spot that would be w 


10 


I climb up on top of the 


here you would have 


a double parked car out in the stree 
it's still this brown -- black turni 


to beige. I am looking around and i 


q 


The article in the Times, 


was li 


I look up and 


ng to brown turning 


t's total silence. 


the guy quoted me saying it 


Not in 


Manhattan. 


Train rumble or something. This was 
I said well, this is like 
world. Looked up and I did see a li 


poke through the sky, 
we are still here. The sky is still 


help help. ko and behold, 


q 


the Bankers Trust. 


ke a silence like you never heard befor 


You always hear something in Manhattan. 


nothing. 


he end of the 


through the dust. 


I make my way over there, 


tle patch of blue 


I said okay, 


blu Then I hear 


it's in the coffee shop of 


up and 


over all this debris and it was the lighter debris of 


the Trade Center, the aluminum facia 
paperwork and a lot of stuff. 
I get into 
behold, it's the 
calls in the truck office. 
calls, put on coat, boots and helmet 


st 


broken shoulder and a broken femur. 


reet to get blown around like a rag doll. 


and a lot of 


the Bankers Trust and lo and 
Lieutenant that I had making the phone 


He finished the phone 


, went across the 


He had a 
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So I go back to 


O'Malley and Kerry Horgan 


get help, I come and get Sean 


. They get over there and 


they are going to start to CFR-D this guy, get him 


ready and Sean goes this guy needs oxygen. So I said I 


will get oxygen. Go back 


to the ambulance that we had 


here which was a good thing. Otherwise we had no 


oxygen in quarters. Get the kid with the ambulance to 


go over there with the oxygen. 


They got a backboard. They are going to doa 


traction splint, they got 


oxygen. We got help. We got 


a bunch of guys, these cadets. We had a few guys. 


Mike Frusci's son, I remember him now too. We are 


hooking him up, getting ready to go. There is a cop. 


There is Captain Kelty now, we are going to package him 


up and pick him up over the knee wall of the coffee 


shop, when tower one collapses. 


That was the fourth event in the sound 


department. The sound was the same thing again. 


Sounded like a plane to me. Sounded like another 


plane, but it was the collapse of the tower one, which 


geographically is further 


away from us, so we said 


well, we couldn't run anywhere, because there was 


debris all over the stree 


and we waited. We lived 


t. So we just hunkered down 


through the second dust storm 
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and did a little minor roll call, you all right, you 


all right. Yes, yes, yes. Okay. We waited about -- I 
don't know, five, ten minutes till we could see 
better. 

We got this Lieutenant up over the wall and 
they carried him down Greenwich to Rector, made a left 
on Rector and they got an ambulance at Rector and 
Trinity Place and off he went. 

Then the guys came back, now Lieutenant Jim 
Csorny shows up. He said come on, let's go get our 
guys. Then I take off my house watch shoes, put on my 
bunker gear, coat, helmet, I grab a tool, we go across 


the street through the Cedar Way, which is the middle 


of Bankers Trust. I see a guy named Paul at Bankers 
Trust, building engineer guy, how you doing. 
He said, "We evacuated on the first plane 


crash." He said, "All I got is five essential personnel. 


They are on the 7th floor by the machinery." He had a 

handy talky of his own with him. I said, "Could you get 
them on the radio?" He said, "Yes." I said, "You are okay? 
We are out of here." 


We go through Cedar Way, come out on 


Washington, right by the Amish market. There we see 


heavy duty red steel. This is the Trade Center. W 
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said, "Holy shit, this is -" We only saw the light stuff 


on Greenwich. Washington had the heavy stuff. We were 


like this is it. The fucking thing came down. It's 


not just the plane. The whole building came down. 


We go across where the Church used to be in 


the parking lot, figuring that would be easier, did the 


surface thing as we went over the pile, nothing, 


nobody. Make our way to West and Liberty and it's 


Charlie Blaich in command with some cop guy on top of 


some unit and they are starting to get this thing 


going, which turned turns out to be what happens with 
these chain gang lines with bucket brigades and handing 


stuff one over one. They were working on getting who 


out of the where and over there. 


We did that for a while, then they wanted 


water. All the pumpers that were there were shot. I 
figured water, Hudson River. So I start making my way 
to the Hudson. We already had the tender, Smoke Two, 


was inside the marina hooked up to a pump, he was 


pumping. I see Ray Bressingham. I said -- there is a 
fire boat out in the river. I said Ray get on the horn 
and get that boat over here. We need water. He is 


trying to get the guy on the radio, the guy is not 


responding. 
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We ended up walking down to the south side of 
the south cove, and the boat was coming up anyway. 
It's the Harvey, fire boat Harvey. Then I could see up 
and down the river. Marine nine was in. Marine one was 
down by Albany, and I get this guy and they are all 


wearing civilian clothes and it doesn't dawn on me. I 


found out a couple of days later this is not a fire 


boat. It was scrapped by the city, and it's a museum 
buff boat. So, I think can you get water out of that 
thing. The guy goes, "I got no hose. I got no fuel." I 


said, "What the hell kind of fire boat is that? No hose, 


no fuel." I said, "All right, I will get you the hose. 


We will see about the fuel." 


Go back east again. Once again bump into 
Lieutenant Sean O'Malley. "Sean, we need hose to the 
boat." He musters up some guys. They start stretching 


from some pumper somewhere back west, back to the 


boat. I see a Port Authority guy. I said, "Could you 


get fuel into that boat?" He said, "All right, let me 


see." He gets on his radio. 


Long story short, he got the Circle Line 


tender to come and fuel up the boat. O'Malley got the 


hose, the guy down below made water and we had water. 


Only thing is, the boat does volume, it doesn't do 
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pressure. What you need is to put pumpers along the 


way to boost it up, which didn't happen for another day 


or two. But we got water out of the hornswoggled 


boat. That was good. 


Get back over to West and Liberty and we see 


what's going on. I hook up with a couple of my guys 
who are now coming in on the recall. Captain of 20 


truck and the girl, Adrian Walsh. He looks at me and I 


look at him and he said well, you know, what else can 
we do. I said let's try the number 1 train. He said 


let's do it. We break off, we walk down to Greenwich 


and Rector, go down the stairs, dust on the platform 
but no foot prints. 


We hopped the turnstile like little hooligans 


from the tough neighborhood. We jumped out on to the 


track. One of the guys was like well, what about the 


train. I said there ain't no train coming here, you 


know. We leave a guy in case there is a train and we 


walk north, up the northbound number 1 train track. 


We get to where there is an emergency exit, 


which happened to be right behind the American Stock 


Exchange. We send a guy up to open the exit. Now we 
got a little light, we got a little air and we walk up 


the tracks. We hear water and as we are going, the 


16 
P. MALLERY 


water is getting to be like up to the rail level. 


We see the catch basin in the middle, it's 
got a few rocks covering it. We kick the rocks away. 
We got the drain going nice. So the water is going 


down. Then we keep walking north. We see water, 


broken pipe in the wall somewhere. We keep going and 


then we get the solid wall of debris. Checked the 
other side of the track. Both tracks, two solid walls 
of debris. 


Give it a look, see what we can do, you know, 


tunnel through or something. That ain't going to 


happen. Nice try. No cigar. We walked back, we go 


back up th mergency exit and now I'm starting to get 
the dust in my eyes. This dust was -- somebody said 30 
percent ground glass. There is a company from, I don't 


know, Brooklyn or Staten Island, with a hydrant that is 


normally always knocked over because trucks make the 


turn and knock it over on Carlyle. I said give ita 


wrench and see what happens. Lo and behold it gets 


water. Now we are washing the face and all that with 
this nice water. 


Couple of guys go off to Whitehall Hardware. 


They break in, enter the store and come back with 


flashlights, tools and stuff like that. We head back 
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and we jump on the pile. We start working. 
Needless to say it was a long day. I washed 
about 4 times. We hooked up with Brian Lustenring, 


Tony Koncezynski, Bryan Platt, Calvanese, what a group, 
what a real group. We worked our ass off and then we 


had to take a break. We had to get away from the 


dust. It was just -- you had to get up wind of the 
dust. We ended up going into the river, where you 
could get -- at least the wind coming off the river was 


clean wind and not dusty wind. 
Saw John Morabito, who was the truck 
chauffeur, still had his radio on him, the only guy 


with a handie talkie. He is walking around like ina 


daze. He don't know why he is alive. He has got a 


whole story to tell. Basically he saw what was going 


on at West Street. People couldn't come out of the 
building onto West. He started what I called a conga 


line and had them go through the lobby, go into the 


number 1 train and then over to the E train and walk 


underground and come up at Vesey or come up under at 


Chambers. Walk the platform of the E train and the A 


and come up at Church and Chambers, which was a 


fantastic idea. He had three or four thousand people 


evacuate that way. 
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Anyway, needless to say, long day, long 


night. It got to be four in the morning. I don't 


know. I lost track of time. Me and Konezynski and 


Lustenring, we went over to the esplanade and we just 


laid down on a park bench like a bunch of bums. Took 


off the bunker gear, feet were soaking wet, socks, we 


had the socks hanging on the fence to dry. That was 


good for about 15 minutes, then it started to get a 
little chilly. 

So Tony Konezynski goes off, finds an 
ambulance and comes back with white sheets. We cover 


ourselves with white sheets because also the dust was 


still around, even though it was minimal. We are 
laying there with white sheets covering us and people 
are walking back and forth, I guess from the Staten 


Island Ferry, walking up the esplanade and you hear 


them talking, and they s the white sheets over thes 


three bodies and they figure we are dead so they shh 


shh shh, so we were laughing. That worked a little 


while and we said enough of that shit. Then we got 


dressed again, soggy boots, soggy socks, came back to 


10 and 10. Laid down in the dust, because we wer 
shot. 


The next day we did the whole thing all over 


again, 
things 


triage, 


had ret 


with hi 
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working on the pile in front of quarters. Then 


started happening in quarters. We had eye wash, 


food started showing up, gloves and boots. We 


irees coming in. Former members, Al Selloti 


s triple bypass. Freddy Cappetta, Lieutenant in 


Brookly 
cordles 
We were 


batteri 


hand li 
quarter 
we had 
Street 
People 
that we 


bother 


was fal 
the sky 
buildin 
with th 
was set 


sees a 


n now. We were doing charging stations for the 


s Saws-All, handy talky batteries, flashlights. 


doing our own little one to one exchange on 
es. 

We had food, we had -- Tony Konczynski got a 
ne and back fed the quarters to feed water into 
s. We had a flushing toilet. I venture to say 


the only flushing toilet south of Chambers 


for the first two days. It was incredible. 
that were here know what was here and people 


ren't here wouldn't believe it anyway, so why 


telling them. 


q 


The day went on and they said 1 Liberty Plaza 
ling. You know, chicken little and henny penny, 


is falling. Tony Konczynski said no, that 


g has been looking like that for 20 years. Now 


e dust laying on the ledge and the way the sun 


ting and everything else, everybody looks up and 


building that is twisting and they all start 


20 
P. MALLERY 


running away. People getting hurt as they run away. I 


said stop, stop, stop your running. 
Then it gets to be about 6:00. I look out 


the truck office window and Captain Kelty is in the 


street. Come on, you got to get out, everybody out of 
quarters. I said yes, all right. Now I'm by myself. 
I pack up what I want. I get the names Matt 


Donachie was at the Stuyvesant High School the night 


before working on the list of the missing. 


We went through one by one till we confirmed 


and denied who was who. The phones were not working so 


good. Everytime you tried to all somebody to confirm 


they were home or not home it was tough. I got it down 


to what I thought was my list of about 11 missing. Got 


the wives, kids, names, phone numbers, truck office, 


Engine office, took one last look around. The place 


was empty, looked out the front door, everybody 


evacuated, because the building was supposed to fall 
down. They are yelling at me get out of there, get out 
of there. I said yes, all right. 

I left, headed to the Staten Island Ferry, 
got some Reverend, the Reverend Vargas from Babylon 


drove me home to Long Island City. That was day one. 


BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Okay. Just a couple 


21 


P. MALLERY 
of questions. 
A. THE WITNESS: And two. Day one and two. 
Q. Okay. The Lieutenant's name, do you have any 
idea what it was? 
A. Lieutenant Keith Ruby I believe. 
QO. Lieutenant Keith Ruby. You don't know where 


he is assigned, do you? 


A. He was in headquarters, white shirt and tie. 


Q. You said you saw some pumpers when you were 


down towards West Street. 


A. Right. 

Q. Were there any markings on them that you can 
recall? 

A. I think 54 Engine. I'm not sure. Kerry 
Horgan got the chauffeur from 65 Engine dug out. I'm 


not sure where that rig was buried. 


QO. These were all 
A. Maybe squad 18. I don't know. It was a lot 


of different companies. 


Q. You said Ray Bressingham? 

A. He is retired but he was there. 

QO. That's what I wanted to know, who he was. 

A. He was working with SOC as a retiree. 

Q. Those other guys you mentioned, you mentioned 
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all the guys that you hooked up with? 


A. My guys basically. Current and former 


members of 10 and 10. 


QO. That's what I wanted to know. Those were all 


10 and 10 members? 


A. Except for the few people from 20 truck. 
QO. You said the chauffeur Ladder 10, he dida 
great job. Do you know where he was, where his company 


was operating? 


A. 10 truck rolled 


alarm. 


Q. He was 


A. In the 


QO. That's 


A. In th 


in tower 
lobby of 
where he 


street. 


into tower one on the first 


one? 
tower one. 


started his operation? 


up in the plaza, 


He went around the outside, 


looked out there and then he was in 


the lobby. He said he was also feet away from Pete 


Ganci and when Ganci boug 


away. Why he was alive a 


ht it, he was only a few feet 


nd Ganci is not is just one of 


those things that we don't know. 


QO. Okay. 


Last thi 


see any other companies? 


A. All right. Bac 


ng is, in your travels did you 


k to that. 


QO. Maybe their locations. 
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A. Back up a step. One of my trips to the front 


apron, I saw 4 truck come in from West Street heading 


eastbound on Liberty and they hopped a divider. There 


is a median between Liberty and the little Trade Center 


plaza where the tourists get off the busses. I know 


it's a brand new rig, and I thought about the springs. 
That's how stupid I am. He hopped the divider, and he 


parked 4 truck's rig underneath the pedestrian foot 


bridge that runs from Bankers Trust over to 4 World 


Trade Center, which was a good move, because the bodies 
were dropping like water balloons. 

He parked the rig under that pedestrian 
bridge for a little cover. I saw the guys in 4 truck 


get off, squirrel around, pick up their hooks and cans 


and whatever they did, masks, and they went to the wall 


of number two, hugged the wall and then they went in 
the building. 

Also I saw rescue four, they must have parked 
further away and they walked over. They came across, 


right in front of my path. I saw Kevin Dowdell. I 


said how you doing Kevin. I saw Bronco Peersall, and I 
said where you going Kevin. He said number two, I said, 
"Yes. That one right over there." That was the last I 


saw of Kevin Dowdell. 
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I know rescue 4 and Ladder 4 both went to 


tower two. I had a visual on that. 

Q. Okay, if there is anything else you can 
remember, you can add it now or that concludes the 
interview. 


A. Well, there was a lot of stuff but that's the 


gist of it right there. 


BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Okay, thank you very 


much. That concludes the interview. 


